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Aims of %I& -- - . -. -. - 
The purpose of this study was to determine the functional su~cess, 
safety, ease of use, and recovery u t i l i g  the uterosacral ligaments for 
correaion of utenne and vaginal prolapse by the vaginal route. 
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hllethods; 60 women with uterine andlor vaginal vault prolapse (stage II or 
greater) were treated between l994 and 1998 by two surgeons with 
attachment of the utomsacral ligaments to the pubocaNicaUrectovaginal 
septum of the vaginal cuff. Concomitant repair of CO-existing pdvlc 
support . . defects were completed ~ ~ during the same operation. 36 women 
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had vaginal hysteredomies, 35 had enterocele repairs, 28 had anterior 
colporthaphies, 38 had posterior cdponhaphies. 7 had laparoscapic 
B U M  procedures, 13 had BR needle urethropefies. 7 had laparuscopic 
paravaginal repair. Resutts were studied by repeat pdvic exams and 
follow up questionnaires. 

Results: Uerosacra) tigamem were found and utilied successfully in all 60 
patients. Compliilions oonsisted of three patients who experienced 
breakdown after surgery. One had rectal prolapse, one had anterior 
enterocele, and one stated in the questionnaire that 'sornetRinga was 
protruding in her vagina (was a tefening doctor's patient). Three other 
patients developed urge incontinence which they had not had previous t;- 
surgery. One ureter obstructed and reimplanted on vaginal hysterectom, 
and utetosacral vault suspension. 

Conclusions: 
In all 60 women, the utemsacral ligament could be identified and safely 
utiried in the repair of significant uterinehaginal vauh pmlapse. One 
patient developed subsequent vaginal vault prdapse. Three developed 
urge incontinence, probably unrelated to the vaginal vauR suspension. 
These results are over a 6 - 60 month period. Vaginal repair of vaginal 
vault prolapse utilizing the uterosacral ligaments offers another safe ane 
SUCCBSS~U\ method for the correclion of ptbtapse problems. The repair ic. 
ane~aa-. ... 
&tomica\ly correct. 




