
I URODYNAMIC FINDINGS IN DEMENTIA PATIENTS WITH VOIDING 

Aims of Study: Dementia IS a disease commonly found amongs the aged and, in many situations, accompanied by 

voiding dysfunction. Ur~nary mcontinence has a serious social psycholog~cal effect not only on the patients but 

espec~ally to the caregivers. We reviewed urodynamic data of dementia patients to determm etiology of vo~dmg 

dysfunction. 

Methods: We rev~ewed the charts of 54(male: 29, female: 25) patients with dementia referred for urological 

evaluation of voiding symptoms and underwent urodynamic study. Mean age of patient was 70 years (range 55 to 

84). The etiology of dementia were classified as vascular(37), Alzheimer(8), mixed type(4), and others(5). We askec 

I careglvers of the dementia pat~ents for vo~dlng symptoms. All patients were underwent a structured Interview 

includmg MMSE (minl-mental status examination) to test thelr cognitive abihty. 

Results: Of the 54 patients, 39(72.2%) reported incontmence and of the 39 patients, 34 patients (87 1%) had urge 

(DA detmsor areflexia, DH: detmsor hyperreflexia, SUI. stress unnary incont~nence, IC. impaired contractility, 

incontmence Forty-nine pat~ents (91%) presented abnormal urodynamlc findings. 
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I Th~rty-nme patlents (79 6%) had detrusor hyperreflexla, 8 patients ( l 6  3%) had detrusor arefelexia, and 2 patlentr 
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1(3 7%) had impaired contractility Of the patlents with detmsor hyperreflexia, 7 had bladder outlet obstruction, 2 had 
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~mpaired contract~lity, and 2 had stress unnary incontinence. The stress urinary mcontinence were noted only in 

female patlents whereas bladder outlet obstruction only in male patients. The MMSE score were lower In incontinenl 
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patients than that in continence pat~ents. 

Conclusions: Of the dement~a patient, the abnormal findings of urodynamic study were 91%. Although the detrusor 

hyperreflexia was the most common finding, there were also another abnormal findmgs. Because the et~ology of 

voiding d~sfunctlon of dementla patients may be mixed, we should consider these complex etiologies in the treatmen) 

of voiding dysfimct~on of dementla pat~ents 




