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DNA IS PRESENT IN CADAVER ALLOGRAFTS 

Aims of Study. Human cadaver allografts are gaining popularity for use in pubovaginal slings and 
vaginal reconstruction. The purpose of this study was to determine the presence of DNA and quantitate 
the concentration of DNA in two commercially ava~lable cadaver allografts freeze-dr~ed-gamma- 
~rradiated cadaver fascia lata and decellular~zed cadaver dermis 

Methods. Sixteen samples from two commercial sources of human allograft were evaluated freeze-dried 
5amma-~rrad~ated cadaver fascia lata (8 samples), dccellularized cadaver derm~s (8 samples). Fresh 
wman rectus fascia served as a positwe control, sterile saline served as a negative control All samples 
~nderwent a standard extraction technique (proteinase W SDSI phenol) to isolate DNA. Polymerase chair 
-eact~on \vas performed to amplify the retrieved DNA niater~al Spectophoton~etr~c evaluat~on was used 
o quailt~fy DNA concentrations. 

Results. Of the group, 14/16 (87 5 % )  samples tested froin two commercial sources of human allograft 
Fasc~a contained DNA Mean DNA concentrations were 258 3 f 80 1 pglg tissue for cadaver fascia lata 
youp vs 272 8 k 168.8 pg/g tissue for cadaver d e r m ~ s  group PCR amplified DNA segments of 2000 bp 
from both cadaver fascia lata (l18 samples) and cadaver dermis group (118 samples). 

Conclusions. Both freeze-dr~ed-gamma-irradiated cadaver fascla lata and decellular~zed cadaver denni 
:ontamed DNA. Whether t h ~ s  genetic material 1s associated w ~ t h  infectious r ~ s k  remains unknown 
Jnusual diseases such as Creutzfield-Jacob d~sease may pose add~tional rlsk w ~ t h  cadaver allografts. 
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